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Abstract :

In Telugu Dalit literature, the experiences of Dalit women, struggles for identity, social
discrimination, and self-respect have acquired a significant place. In particular, the
literature of Dalit women writers from the Godavari region has questioned social
inequalities and transformed the lived realities of marginalized communities into
important literary themes. In this context, the literature of Lakshmi Gollapalli
deserves special scholarly attention. Her writings prominently reflect issues such as
Dalit life, caste discrimination, untouchability, religious discrimination, economic

inequalities, oppression of women, and the struggle for self-respect among Dalits.

Through her poetry, songs, and Naneelu, Lakshmi Gollapalli portrays the social,
economic, and cultural life of Dalits. The influence of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s ideology,
along with ideas of the annihilation of caste, education, equality, freedom, and self-
respect, is clearly evident in her writings. In poems such as Mahar Jyothi, Dalita
Darshanam, Panchama Vedalu, Kalam Kathanarangamlo Maarindi, Neeli Patangam,
Manuvu Chetilo Maguva, Kamandhu Khabaddar, Meeratlu Anukunte, Memu
Nagulam, Cheppudebba, Shastri,and White Collars, she questions caste domination,
religious orthodoxy, discrimination against Dalits, violence against Dalit women, and

various forms of social exploitation.

Similarly, through her Naneelu, she expresses social concerns relating to religion,
humanity, responsibility towards parents, the problems of farmers, and untouchability
in a concise yet impactful manner. Through her songs, she seeks to promote awareness
among Dalits regarding education, self-confidence, and social equality. Thus, the
literature of Lakshmi Gollapalli emerges not only as an expression of Dalit women’s
experiences but also as a voice of social consciousness against caste, religious, gender,

and economic inequalities. A study of her writings helps us understand the self-
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expression, resistance, assertion of self-respect, and aspirations for social

transformation articulated by Dalit women within Telugu Dalit literature.
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